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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To effectively and positively prevent 
delivery of paper from a nonused paper feeding stage without large 
modification and cost increase for spacing a separating roller from a feed 
roller in order to reduce load torque of a separative feeding part of a 
paper feeding stage not used at the time of paper feeding. 
SOLUTION: This paper feeder is a friction separating roller type paper 
feeder provided with pressure contact means 6, 7 for bringing a 
separating roller 3 into pressure contact with a feed roller 1, and 
releases mechanism 1 0 for releasing pressure contact by the pressure 
contact means 6 ? 7. At the time of releasing pressure to the separating 
roller 3, the separating roller 3 is stopped in a retreat position spaced 
from the feed roller 1, and at the same time, part of the outer peripheral 
surface of the separating roller 3 in the retreat position is in a state of 
being protruded by micro quantity into a sheet conveying path. 
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